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period he was busy with the numberless questions of legislation and administration which confronted the newly
organized federal government. Considering the conditions under which he thus wrote, and the stage which
economic theory had reached in his time, the report is a great intellectual feat. The marshaling of the opposing
arguments, the tireless examination of every aspect of the question, the careful investigation of the facts of
industry and trade, the specific recommendations and conclusions at the close, all bear the stamp of Hamilton
s peculiar and powerful intellect There are repetitions, and some obvious inconsistencies in arrangement; some
parts are obsolete, referring to arguments or industrial conditions which now belong to the past; but the report
remains the strongest presentation of the case for protection which has been made by any American
statesman. Hamilton s report is printed in the various editions of his works, and in the State Papers on Finance,
as well as in the Congressional Documents; but nevertheless it can hardly be said to be easy of access to the
ordinary reader. The second paper, Gallatin s Memorial of the Free Trade Convention, was prepared under very
different circumstances. In 1831, when the early protective controversy was at its height, a convention of the
friends of free trade was held in Philadelphia. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In...
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