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US-IRAN RELATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW SINCE 1979

LIBERTAS-Europäisches Institut Okt 2015, 2015. Buch. Book Condition: Neu. 29x21x cm. Neuware - The
Publication Iran is currently celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution. This event not only
heralded enormous changes within Iran itself but also resulted in a clear break with the United States, formerly
a close ally. Since 1979 bilateral relations between these two countries have veered from crisis to crisis.
Occasionally, however, there have been times where improved US-Iran ties just seemed possible. 2009 might just
be such a turning point in this fraught relationship. President Obama's more conciliatory approach to relations
with Iran and the upcoming elections in Iran in June - with many hoping a reformist candidate, possibly
Moussavi, might be elected - could be the last chance to avoid another, potentially extremely dangerous,
confrontation between the two states. Certainly one lesson can be drawn from the bilateral confrontations of
the last thirty years: using and threatening to use force has not aided either country in their respective quests to
achieve regional and global foreign policy goals. This paper examines US-Iran relations since 1979 under
international law aspects, focussing on their most dangerous aspect: the repeated use of force. Despite
influential circles in both Iran and the USA openly questioning the existence of any legal rules in international
aEairs both states have always sought to justify their forcible actions under international law. The story of US-
Iran relations in international law since 1979 is thus also a story of ever expanding concepts of self-defence.
Three major crises in the US-Iran relationship resulting or possibly still going to result in forcible action will be
dealt with in this paper. The hostage crisis of 1979-1981 will serve as a starting point. Iran's justification of its
actions and the legality of the American attempt, in 1980, to...
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