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indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: .effort. The Lakes were recognized as of great importance. But while Erie
and Ontario were put under one commander-in-chief, Champlain was left to itself. The American navy did well,
exceedingly well; but it did well in spite of the American politicians, whose every act was a blight on its
efficiency. In 1793 American shipping was helpless against the Barbary corsairs when these marauders made
peace with little Portugal. The American consul at Lisbon wrote to the Portuguese court: My countrymen have
been led into their present embarrassment by confiding in the friendship, power, and protection of Her Most
Faithful Majesty, which lulled our citizens into a fatal security. Yet within a year Gouverneur Morris, who
thoroughly understood the resources of the United States, wrote to Randolph, saying: | believe we could now
maintain twelve ships-ofthe-line, perhaps twenty, with a due proportion of frigates and smaller vessels.
Eighteen years after this true estimate had been made, for a country whose resources had greatly increased in
the meantime, Jefferson, Madison and their party went to war without any ships-of-the-line. The whole
American navy during the war consisted of twenty-two sail at sea and three flotillas on the Lakes. The
politicians believed in, and favoured for other reasons, a swarm of privateers, partly because they were
cheaper for the government and partly because they were irregular. But, even with all the odds against them,
the regular navy of twenty-two sail did far more than the 526 irregular privateers. Yet...
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