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I.B.Tauris & Co Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Silverado Squatters: A Sojourn in Napa
County, California, in the Summer of 1880, Robert Louis Stevenson, 'The scene of this little book is on a high
mountain. Its naked peak stands nearly four thousand five hundred feet above the sea; its sides are fringed with
forest; and, the soil, where it is bare, glows warm with cinnabar'. In 1880, Robert Louis Stevenson was living in
San Francisco, recovering from a bout of bronchitis that plagued him all his life. Broke, his career floundering,
he nevertheless fell in love with and married Fanny Vandegrift Osbourne, a divorcee, in May of that year.
Escaping the San Francisco fogs, the newly married couple travelled to the Napa Valley and the Mayacamas
Mountains. Deep in the mountains, in an old mining town called Silverado, they spent their unconventional
honeymoon in an abandoned millhouse that clung to the shoulder of Mount Saint Helena. For two months, they
squatted amidst the detritus of the mines in 'a sylvan solitude' where bears roamed and fierce winds blew down
into the valley. Stevenson was free of sickness, inspired to write and utterly content. Taken from the diaries he
kept during the time "The Silverado Squatters" is punctuated with colourful portrayals of the quirky and
eccentric people who inhabited Silverado and with fascinating descriptions of the daily trials of living simply in
the wild. Sparkling with rich and vivid descriptions of the landscape that so captivated Stevenson, this is above
all a remarkably personal and revealing memoir by this most loved writer.
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