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The genealogical records of the Ireland family, so far as
conveniently accessible, were originally sought for, to ascertain
the date of its settlement on American soil, and simply for the
gratification and satisfaction of the writer. Other parties have
since evinced an interest in them, and expressed a desire for
their publication. Without attempting to give a full history of
the collateral branches of the family, of whom it was found
difficult to obtain accurate information, the chain of direct
descent from our first American ancestor, Thomas Ireland, is
perfect to the ninth generation in the male line, and to the
tenth in the female line. Although the male representatives of
the family in the present generation are few, some future
descendant may find the present records a convenient
foudation on which to enlarge and complete the genealogy of
a race distinguished - with rare exceptions - for sterling
integrity, easy good nature and kind-heartedness, and ready
willingness to advance the interests...
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