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Plain View Press, United States, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Malcolm Cowley called childhood the landscape by which all
others are reckoned and condemned. This provocative, mythic, haunted territory is the turf of Douglas
Nordfors Auras, a collection charged with Wordsworthian wandering /wondering and Blakean outrage against
mind-forg d manacles harmful to the innocent, impoverished, or vulnerable among us. These poems oFer
profound empathy with children, natural phenomena, and animal presences; they marry the pre-Lapsarian,
primal urgency of early experiences with an extraordinarily generous adult vision that compels and taunts us
with the depth of its cultural, literary, historic, and personal intensity. Attentive to minute, intuitive particulars,
the poems are also capable of a vision of the world that is expansive, joyful, and indicting: And I remembered as
a boy countless / trips to the zoo / the orange tiger and the yellow lion / and the orange orangutan and the
gray monkey / the colors of dawn, / in the sense that I believed / my mind was for articulating / how I hadn t
evolved beyond them- / their wordless words were my words, if / you see what I mean. With rare, discerning
humility, these poems startle, unsettle, and move us: Shop windows seen / through dim natural light in
February are / immaterial blessings. Turning the streetlights / on, though the moon hasn t materialized, / isn t
the answer. Yes is the answer, / yes to the gray light, the sun s undiluted / oFspring, the rootless child with no
delusions that never fears. I am grateful for the acumen, shadowed humor, deH craH, and utter, inimitable
ultra-humanity of these poems. Lisa Russ Spaar, author of Blue Venus, Satin Cash, and editor...
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