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at the Funeral of Mrs. Maria W. Alvord, Wife of Rev. Alanson Alvord Revelation 14: 13 And | heard a voice from
heaven, saying unto me, write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labors, and their works do follow them. Death is the common lot of man.
Universal experience, as well as revelation, demonstrates the fact, that it is appointed unto all men, once to die.
In view of this truth, if left to the guidance of the light of nature alone, man might weep, and wonder, and
doubt. With no teacher but human reason, he might drop the tear of sorrow on the tomb which enclosed the
remains of his earthly all, while beyond that gloomy recess, all would be dark and uncertain. Though with the
penetration, and the learning, of a Socrates, or a Plato, he might reason, and speculate, concerning the
ultimate destination of man, still doubts on doubts would arise, a cloud, dark, and dense, would lower around
the grave, beyond which, he could perceive nothing distinctly. After the most vigorous exertion of human
intellect, and the utmost stretch of thought, it would still remain a doubt, whether the tomb did not bound man
s highest hopes, terminate his joys and sorrows, and annihilate his conscious existence. But a light from heaven,
dispels this sepulchral darkness. A revelation from God, removes the doubt and uncertainty. It opens a vista
beyond the grave. It declares with unerring certainty, that though the dust turn to the dust as it was,...
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