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indexed. Not illustrated. 1872 edition. Excerpt: .to bear it--there would be no resource for him, upon his honor,
but to cut his throat! What connection can there be, between the place in Lincolnshire, the house in town, the
Mercury in powder, and the whereabout of Jo the outlaw with the broom, who had that distant ray of light
upon him when he swept the churchyard-step? What connection can there have been between many people in
the innumerable histories of this world, who, from opposite sides of great gulfs, have, nevertheless, been very
curiously brought together! Jo sweeps his crossing all day long, unconscious of the link, if any link there be. He
sums up his mental condition, when asked a question, by replying that he don t know nothink. He knows that it s
hard to keep the mud oI the crossing in dirty weather, and harder still to live by doing it. Nobody taught him,
even that much; he found it out. Jo lives--that is to say, Jo has not yet died--in a ruinous place, known to the like
of him by the name of Tom-all-alone s. It is a black, dilapidated street, avoided by all decent people; where the
crazy houses were seized upon, when their decay was far advanced, by some bold vagrants, who, aJer
establishing their own possession, took to letting them out in lodgings. Now, these tumbling tenements contain,
by night, a swarm of misery. As, on the ruined human wretch, vermin parasites appear, so, these...
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