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English prices, so that with care and economy small fortnnes are rapidly made, which, when put into trade,
oLen raise a humble mechanic to the position of a rich merchant. Such is the real history of fortunes, and not,
as is generally supposed, a lucky gold digging, which in a few months has realized thousands. Some have made
large sums at the diggings, and thousands are now earning a livelihood at them; but I feel satisfied that
prudence and foresight in commercial speculations, at a time when the demand commanded high prices, has
raised more people to aMluence than the gold discoveries, which set the whole system in motion. There is at
present a French company that have received certain concessions in Darien on the Rio Grande, whose object is
to open the gold mines at Cannes, which the Spaniards worked successfully until they were driven out of them
by the natives and freebooters. There is no doubt these mines are very rich, probably more so than any found
in California, and yet they must remain a dead letter until some turn of events shall induce emigration on a
suMicient scale to carry with it the facilities and requirements of a trading community. The want of labour is the
real diMiculty to be contended with, and will always be the stumbling-block of all gold-mining companies in un
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