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sufficient in itself to serve the few hungry voyagers who remained on board until they should receive a fuller
supply from Dick Morgan s store. When the whaleboat and its six occupants had left, Corton and Peter made a
rapid survey of the ship s upper decks. Everything that they saw gave evidence of disorder and neglect. Eopes
and tackle were left lying about untidy. The decks were greasy with trampled blubber, which provided food for
the rats and monstrous cockroaches and flies. The harpoons were coated with rust, the brass work was
unpolished, and the paint was blistered. Corton, with his seaman s training in order and discipline, went about
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